

Approved Minutes
MODEL IRRIGATION DISTRICT #18

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:  
	The board of directors of Model Irrigation District #18 met in a regular session at 9:00 a.m. at
1424 S Pierce, Spokane Washington on August 25, 2026. 

Present: President Heaton, Director McComb-Keck, Director Bain, Superintendent Ryan Neal, & District Secretary Karen Parker (who took the minutes)
                                            
Guests Present: Jesse Cowger, engineer with Varela & Associates
[bookmark: _Hlk151365828]                                                                                                                                           
               Visitors Present: No visitors
                               President Heaton calls meeting to order. President Heaton motions to approve the regular minutes of July 28, 2026.  Director Bain seconds the motion.  Minutes are approved. Director Bain then motions to pay August’s expenditures and President Heaton seconds the motion.        
                               Jesse Cowger discusses the possibility of Model considering doing a longer expansion of T-main project, possibly to Bowdish Road, next year with remaining Public Works grant. The City of Spokane Valley states that they do not have any further projects on 32nd Ave, so Model would have to pay for miscellaneous items such as paving, road closures, and permits. Jesse states that Varela has estimated the cost for this additional project of extending the T-main will be around 1.6 million.   This is an estimate using PVC pipes.  If Model preferred to use ductile it would be approximately an additional $200,000. The board makes a motion to execute a plan to extend the T-main project in 2027.  Director McComb-Keck seconds.  Motion Passes.  Bidding will go out in late February of 2027.  
                              The Spokane Valley Fire Department has fire relief funding available for critical infrastructure. Superintendent Neal suggests that grant money could maybe go towards a generator for the pumps that don’t have this back-up capability.  This could also help with any fire protection, and some deforestation around tank #2.   He also states that there may be some funding available from FEMA that could be applied for.  Model has 3 pumphouses that do not have generators for back up in case of power outages.  His first choice for any back-up upgrade would be the 26th and Pierce pumphouse.     
                               Superintendent Neal discusses classes he has attended and the safety reports that were gone over.  Ryan says that SAJB would like Model to sign a Memorandum of Understanding.  This is a document that makes a partnership with water purveyors to expedite a public notification in the event of a drinking water emergency.  Director Bain motions for memorandum and Director McComb-Keck seconds it.  
                               Superintendent Neal also gives an update on restoration of tank #2.  The estimate has significantly risen to $250,000 to $275,00.   

                              President Heaton motions to adjourn the meeting and Director McComb-Keck seconds.  Meeting adjourned.   
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